HINTS FOR CALLERS
by Ed Foote
These Hints are based on suggestions made at my Callers School. Many of the Hints are
common knowledge or common sense which, unfortunately, are seldom found in print. Thus,
callers often say "Gee - no one ever had me think about that befere." It is hoped these

Hints will help stimulate your thinking so that you may impreve thru self evaluation.

Starting the Dance

1. Empty your front pockets before the first tip. Bulgy pockets do not make for a neat
pleasing appearance.

2. Call beside a table if pessible instead of behind it. This gets you closer to the
dancers and makes them feel you have more rapport with the fleor, almost as if you are in
the square with them. A table in front creates a psychological barrier between you and
the floor.

3. If you are going,to be introduced for the lst tip by an MC, you square.up the floor -
then hand the mike to the MC. Do not have the MC square up the floor.

Reason: As you square up the floor, you will be able to get an idea of the sound in the
hall, balance of music and voice, amount of volume, etc. You are now comfortable to begin
the first tip. But if the MC squares up the floor, then you are given the mike "cold"
and must immediately start calling and make any adjustments as you call. This puts you
under pressure and can detract from the opening impression you make.

4. If you are an MC, let the caller square up the floor — then you introduce him,
Reason - see #3 above.

5. If you are an MC, never introduce someone with the music playing. This distracts from
what you are saying. Likewise, if you are being introduced, take the needle off the record

before the MC begins.

During the Dance

1. When you square up the fleoor at the start of a tip, have the music louder than normal
to generate enthusiasm. :

. Don't be a "music jocky" during patter calling. This means cranking the music up loud
after each command is given and turning it back down as you say the next command. This is
distracting to the.dancers, and implies you do not have enough ability to carry the floor
in a normal manner.

Note: Occasionally turning up the music is ok, such as during a longer call
(Spin Chain Thru) or for the Left Allemande. But some callers will jocky the music every

call or two, and this is excessive.













